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N ANOTHER AGE, so long ago that IRAs and 401(k) plans hadn’t
yet been invented, a powerful, aging king named Lear decided to
retire. He elected to divide his vast English kingdom among his
three beloved daughters, who would take care of him in his old age.
Talk about miscalculations. The daughters turned on their father,
then on each other. Lear was driven mad by their ingratitude. Al-
most everyone else in Shakespeare’s well-worn tale also wound up
seriously unhappy or dead.

Retirement planning has come along way in the centuries since
then. Today Lear would most certainly have an estate planner and fi-
nancial adviser, and probably a psychotherapist, retirement coach, and
Prozac prescriptions. He would have seen the Oprah episode on how
to create meaningful relationships with your children (don’t try to buy
their affection). And he would have stayed on the throne part time, if for
no other reason than to keep from losing his mind on the moors. As for
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